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FILM &

L ocal Color on the Silver Screen

Sedona, starring Frances Fisher, first film to explore area eccentricities

By STEVE AYERS
Kudos

Sudumi has  many  things
af mterest o the outside
observer, not the least of
which are its spectacular scenery
and its quirky chierm.

But for years, moviemakers have
focused on just one thing — using
the red rock spires as a backdrop,
micwstly with o swirling mass of cow-
boys andd Indinns circling about,

That, however, 15 all aboat
change, thanks 0 sophomorne film-
maker and Sedona resident Tommy
Stovall.

This week at the Sedona [nter-
national Film Festival, Stovall s
neleasing Sehona, the first featune
film featuring the eccentricities we
s Vierde Vialley residens have come
o expect from Sedona’s locals, as
well as its visior.

It = a subject Stovall says he
has pondered since he got rolling
with his first mavie e Crime,
for which he won a Best Direclor
award an the Breckenridge Festival
of Film.

1 have abways believed thu
Sedona, is rich with mateninl. There
have been tons of maovies made here,
but never a movie about here, when
in fact there are so many wonderful
characters o draw from. | think it is
long ovendue,™ he savs,

Seddona, the movie, plays on the
universal themes of fie and cir-
cumstance and centers on a *fish oot
of water’ visitor who would mther
nid be where she i,

“The short synopsis of the
movie is that o woman gets siuck
in Sedona and can't get out. Every
time she tries o get out something
comes up. And with each weind sit-
uation she meets these wonderful,
wacky locals. The cast of chamcters
eventunlly leads her to what | call a
*Sedona moment.”” Stovall says.

The mowie starts when the womaon,
Tammy Johnson. is run off the road
by o biplnne. It only gets weinder, or
should we =y more Sedona-like,
from thene.

Tammy is played by the versa-
tile and veternn stage and movie
actress, Frances Fisher, perhaps best
knovwn for her role as Kate Winslet's
muother in Titamic and as the prost-
tute Strawberry Alice in Clint East-
wood's The Unforgiven,

Versatile stage and screen actress Frances Fisher plays the role of Tammy Johnson, a driven
career woman who goes through a Iife changing transformation after finding herself stuck in Sedona,
in the movie Sedona.

If You Go ...

Sedona will ba screensd
two more times this week. On
Friday Fab. 25 it will play al tha
Sedona Performing Arts Cenler
{lickats are available 512 adults,
59 Siwudents and SIFF mem-
bers) tha 810 a.m. parformance
on Sunday Feb. 27 at Harkins
Sedona is sold out.

1 think [ was ready 1o play some-
one going through a transforma-
tion.” says Fisher, “In this instance,
I'd have 1o say it ane of those mles
that spoke o me."”

Fisher describes her charter as a
driven carcer woman, who through
a serics of bizarme cincumstances
finds herself reconnected to a child
she had long-ago given up for adop-
tion.

“It’s a shice of life story that says
thene are no accidents, All things ane
meant to happen for a reason,” she
SV,

Like the movie theme itself,
Stovall says omce he committed
himsll to miking the movie, all the
elements fell in place.

“Finding o cast, getting financ-
ing and all thot is wugh, especially
in these times. But sometimes you

Just have tosay, “We are going fo do
it o matter what, " [t seens thit once
we make that commitment, things
began 10 come together and hap-
pened,” savs Stovall,

Stovall holds up the landing of
Fisher as an example.

“One of the supporting chamcters
is Deb Lovejoy, who is based on o
friend of mine here in Sedona, | had
thought of Beth Grant s the perfiect
sctress to play the role, | found out
she had Facebook page and that it
was her personal page.

“l sent her a message. She
responded. She liked the script
And when | 1old her | was looking
for a lend actress, she wld me she
and Frances wene waorking togcther
o a project. 1 all worked out from
thiere.” says Stovall,

Stovall says the movie is essen-

tially finished, but he may make
some  slight  changes  depending
on what the locals have o say this
week.
*Everyone in Sedona hos a story,”
he says, “lt is looked at by a lot of
peophe as the kind of place where
yvou can come 1o find what you are
looking for - finding answers or
whatever,

“1 just wanted to make a fun-and

interesting movie that explored that
notion, along with some interesting
chamcters.

"And, obviously, | noticed the
backdrop wasn't bad either.”

Filmmaker and Sedona resi-
dent Tommy Stovall received
acclaim for his film debut, Hale
Crime, winning him a best
director's award at the Breckin-
ridge Festival ol Film, Sedona
is his second film and in addi-
tion to Frances Fisher, o'-<g
veteran Beth Grant, who played
in Lithe Miss Sunshine and No
Couniry for Oid Men, and Seth
Pelerson who starred in Hafe
Crime. Initial screenings at tha
Film Festival sold oul quickly.

LIQUDATION
MOVING SALE

FLAG MAGIC KITE STORE
at the “Y" in Sedona

Big Discounts on Most Items
until March 15th!

15 & 20FT. FLAG POLES « FLAGS « KITES
MAGIC = TOYS = JOKES = AND MORE!
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